INTRODUCTION
The floristic and vegetation researches performed intensively in the Republic of Macedonia in the last period have led to new knowledge about the presence of new, hitherto unknown species for the territory. During our research of early spring thermophilic vegetation of the alliance Romulion (Helianthemetalia, Helianthemetea), which develops in the southern and southeastern parts of the discussed territory (Dojran, Strumica, Radoviš) and scrub vegetation in the zone of pseudomaquis (Paliuretalia, Crataego-Prunetea) (Gevgelija, Valandovo, Bogdanci, Dojran, Strumica, Demir Kapija) [1] we found two new species in the flora of the Republic of Macedonia -Moenchia erecta (Caryophyllaceae) and Catapodium marinum (Poaceae).
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The floristic investigation has been carried out according to the standard methods. For the purposes of determining the plant species, the most important floristic works concerning the flora of Europe [2, 3] , Balkan Peninsula [4] [5] [6] [7] , Republic of Macedonia [8] and other regional floras, as well as some special papers and databases [9] dealing with taxonomy, nomenclature and chorology of the taxa studied were used. The herbarium material is deposed in the Herbarium of the Institute of Biology, Faculty of Natural Sciences and Mathematics in Skopje (MKNH).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Moenchia erecta (L.) G. Gaertn., B. Mey & Scherb.
Moenchia erecta is a small annual plant with ascending basal branches. Flowers are tetramerous with 4 stamens and cylindrical capsule, usually slightly exceeding the sepal. It is widespread in most of Europe (mainly in the Mediterranean region, Atlantic Europe -West, Central and South Europe, North, North-West Africa and the Middle East [3, 9] , and secondarily in North America [10] ( Figure 1 ). It is a rare plant species in the Balkan Peninsula, only known from few localities in the territory of Greece [7] , Bulgaria [6] , Croatia [11] and Slovenia [12] .
In Republic of Macedonia it was first discovered in the southeastern parts (Strumica-Novo Selo), near the border with Bulgaria ( Figure 2 In the northern and northeastern parts of Greece (Thassos, Kavala, Myrtofito, Askos, Nea Peramos), M. erecta appears in the population of the Mediterranean community -ass. Romuleo graecaePoetum bulbosae [13] . It can be found on grazed places also elsewhere in the Mediterranean basin [14, 15] and it belongs to an element of Mediterranean heavily grazed dry grasslands [16] .
Distribution (Figure 3 ). This species can be found along the Adriatic sea [17] [18] [19] and also elsewhere along the coast of Balkan Peninsula [20] . Most often this species appears on coastal habitats, close to the sea: sand dunes, and also in trampled habitats [21] .
According to the available literature data this species has not been known for the Republic of Macedonia. It was discovered in surrounding of the city of Strumica (Figure 4) 
Betcke, Veronica arvensis L., Vicia hirsuta (L.) Gray, Vicia lathyroides L., Vicia villosa Roth, Viola kitaibeliana Schult., Vulpia myuros (L.) C.C.Gmel. and others.
Ecological conditions in the reported locality were somehow different from that, reported by other authors. This area has been overpopulated already from the ancient times, there have been migrations of people (e.g. recent of "Syrian refugees") and the transhumance has been practiced for a long time [22] . So the species can move easily from the neighbouring coast in the pseudomaquis in the southern part of the Republic of Macedonia. But it is a question whether its occurrence here is stable or may be ephemeral.
Distribution [32] on flora and vegetation in the region. We can consider plant species as a good indicator of changing climate. In this way we have to monitor the appearance of those species and predict the climatic changes that are foreseen.
